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An example of multiple, confluent, soft-tissue wounds.

The serpiginuous, speckled pattern is the typical when 
particles of white phosphorus are embedded in the 
skin and subcutaneous after a white phosphorus-con-
taining munition has exploded.

Abdominal cavity widely opened by removal of the 
anterior. The organs are seen in situ.

This casualty was killed by an AK47 wound of the 
skull, but he also sustained the lung wound in this 
photo. There is little evidence of hemorrhage around 
the probe, which delineates the permanent cavity.

This casualty was killed by spall from the hull of an 
armoured personal carrier when it was struck by a 
shaped-charge warhead.

A thigh wounded by an M43 ball at close range. The 
permanent cavity has been opened, exposing the 
hemorrhagic zone of extravasation.

Diaphragmatic lobe of the lung that was subject to a 
blast of moderate pressure.

Massive bilateral above-the-knee amputations. The 
straw and the dirt have contaminated the wounds.
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This casualty’s wound of entrance was made by a 
large, blunt, irregular fragment from a 105mm-shell. 
The permanent cavity involved vertebra, the left lung, 
and the subclavian artery. The casualty died about 
three hours after being wounded. 

This gaping soft-tissue wound contains an M406 gre-
nade. Of all the munitions used in Vietnam, this was 
the type most likely to be found embedded and unex-
ploded in tissue. The fuse is located at the tip of the 
warhead, and is activated and will detonate on contact 
only after the warhead has rotated 10-12 times. The 
characteristic of the fuse made the removal of the 
unexploded munition relatively sa

This casualty’s footwear was not properly removed 
after his foot was exposed to acid. 

This casualty, who was killed inside an armoured per-
sonnel carrier, suffered the characteristic mutilation 
that a shaped-charge antitank warhead (in this case, a 
Soviet-designed RPG-2) may inflict.

The casualty has suffered a traumatic amputation 
of the distal portion of his foot, typical of the injuries 
caused by a buried antipersonal mine.

Three large perforations of the intestine of the intes-
tine, and two large perforations of the mesentery.

This casualty was killed when an M43 ball fired by an 
AK47 blew his skull apart.
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Line of access between the transverse colon and 
stomach, across the omentum, to the posterior sur-
face of the stomach.

This soldier was hit my an unusually large fragment 
from a random-fragmentation munition
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